
'SEP-23-2005 04:05 LHK,PLLC

lS-SEP-~oes 19:3S DE:GEOFRT-S.A.
202 861 0610 P.01/02

P:l2042E.E3 A.:2~4163

Doekt:t Clerk
Marketing Order Administration Br~nch
Jfruit and Vegetabl~ Programs
AMS, USDA
1400 Indep~ndcncc Avenue, ~W
STOP 0237
Washington~ DC 20250.0237

t'AX (202) 720-8938
E-MAij, moab.docketclerk@Usda .gOY
TN'I'nR NET bttp:llwww.ruulations,g9.Y

R/;';: Docket No. VYO3-925-1 PJ~
Federa) Rcgistct' Vol.70, No. 100, Page 30001
Grapc8 Grown in ~ Designated Area of Southc8stem Ca.Jifornia and Impc)rt.ed
Table Grl!pes~ Prop()~ed Change in R~lIntory Poriod ;

COMMEN1'S ,IN oPPOSmON TO PROPOSED CHANGE

Dcar Docket Clerk:

(lEOFRUT S.A. OppU~e5 thc above refercnccd chang~ if} tho errectiv~ da.t~ of
Table Grape Marketing Order 925 IU1d the companion 'r'abJc Grape ImpOI1 RegulaLiqn 4
tlml wi]} furthcr restrict table grapes supplied fIom Chile. GRO,fiRUT S.A. is in; the
bu5inc85 ofcxporting Chilcau'agricultura! colnmoditieli, and ships appruximatoJy 600.pOO
boxes offrcsh tablc gt'8p~ to the U,S, during the months ()fJanuary through April. I

GIJOFRUT S.A, concurs wTth; and incorporateN ncrcin by referencc. the detaflc:d
commcnts and I;~pporting data $ubmittod by ASQt-;X, the Chilean Rxponcrs Associat on.
Spe<.:ificaUy. GEOFRUT S.A ur~e~ thc agency to rcjcct thq proposed change in Ithe
regulatory period becauso: ~ I

1, TIle Pr<)po~ed .Rlile impofiC's ma:rkcting ()rdor standards on Chilc(Jn supp~j~s
when 00 domeMtic varictieg ar~ uvailahlc.. and !her~forc consLitutes a ('(on-
tariff barrjcr contrary to tl1~ terms ofWI:O Agt'eem~l1ts ftt)d the tJ.S,-Chilc
to'ree Trade Agreemcnt. ,

Z. The Proposed Rule asscsses in~PQctiotl fees .'it,,"ing April 1 whcn
domestic Hupplics are being ~O charged.. and thc,roby viCJJ"tc5 Article
and Articlc vrn ofCATT J994,
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The change in the beginning etf~c,,'tive date ofiMarkcti[lg Ordcr 925 :and
Table Grape InlPQrt Rto'gul;ttic)n 4 fr~)111 April ~() to April 1. wil1 hate a
dil'ect neg~tive impa'-'t on our buslJ1~s5. UnOrRUT S.A ships 400]000
boxes of ft-csh table grapcs to the U.S. 1rom A:pril 1 to April 20. T~ tbc
Proposed Rule should be adopted, the ~tim~ted vatuo of tho tablc gr,pes
to be excluded from shipment is 400,000 boxes.: !
The Prup']secJ Rul,= does not C-Ol1taln any evidbnce of ciroumventi('l1 by
(~hiJf)J\n table grapes l1ufficient to warrltnt the pr9posod ch!U!ge. i
The change in dat~ fr()m April 20 to April 1 will create an arti~cial
shortago 01' table grapes sinct: there i~ no othc~ c;onln1crcially signilirant
and r~lill.bl" supply fi-om any sourcc othcr than Chile. I
'rhe Cwlei\n grape" ~upplj~d from April 1 to ithe earliest commc;Tc~ally
sig"ifiCal1t ~upplics of grapes from Coachella ~alley in Califoftlia qteet
rnarkctillg spcciflcations from retail chains that ~re moro stringent in s~me
re.qpecta th..n the marketing ordcr roquiroments. I i

'.I'bo propoeed change ~nn(,)t be vu!idly bascd q1.l a 20 ycar-old surveir of
cold storag6 practices. , f
1.110 proposed change can not be justi.fied undcr,the criteria establi~he4 by
the AMAA fOT a "ha.nge in tho bcginning effectiv~ date of Markc~ing
Ord~r 925 or the tompanion Table Grape Impo!1,RegulatJoJ1 4 in vie~ of
tllC rccord prices re.cejv~d by Co~hc1Ja Valley growers in the la8t two

; I
seasons,. I

R,~p~llully submitted,

G,}:O,lf,RU'I,' S.A.

ECh~~~iK~ F.
CoAJmercial /nR~!~r
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